
APEL (Advanced Placement English Language) Summer Assignment 2019-2020 

 

Join the APEL Community on Google Classroom: 

Join Code: ervfi 

(You can use this classroom to ask questions about the assignment below and any reading related questions). 
 

For AP English Language: 
#1. Pick up a composition notebook this summer. 
Remember the composition notebooks you used in elementary and middle school?  You need one. Pick up one 
you like. Bring it day one. 

    ←Example. Choose a favorite style. 
 

You have TWO different reading assignments this summer: 
 

ASSIGNMENT I 
Read selected short “creative” nonfiction pieces/essays (and any additional ones that interest you, of course!) 
that can be found in a book titled In Fact: the Best of Creative Nonfiction.  
 

The book is available, in used and new paperback, from a multitude of booksellers on the web. I also have a 
limited number of copies available for you to check out from me, in Room 166-come by any time between 
now and the end of school. I would love to meet you and introduce myself. 
 

As you read the selections,  
a)  Remember, I am not collecting your notes or the book; you will use them for various discussions, 

assignments, and assessments.  Use post-its, write in the margins (if it is your copy, of course!), write in 
your composition notebook-in short, choose a method that works for you!  

 
b)  Join me and your classmates on Google Classroom to discuss the essays. I hope you will be an active and 

interesting participant in the conversation as we read parts of the book together. We will be saving 
particular pieces for the school year when we have time to discuss them in person, but please exercise 
your intellectual curiosity and read any and all essays that sound interesting, beyond those required.  

 

Track your thoughts, questions and comments in the composition notebook, and choose some of them to 
share as part of our summer conversation. Here are the required readings from In Fact:  
 

1. Start by reading Anne Dillard’s Notes for Young Writers.  It’s quick and easy with some good ideas stuck 
into it in a rather haphazard fashion.  It is not your typical essay.  It’s a bit more like a thoughtful list.  
 

2. Follow that up with Lee Gutkin’s The Creative Nonfiction Police. I have asked you to read it because it 
does a good job of describing and discussing the parameters of the creative nonfiction movement. I’ll 
expect you to write a definition and discuss some of the issues involved in the genre as an initial 
exploration of our interactive class discussion.  



 

3. Three Spheres by Lauren Slater. Note how her syntax and tone changes as she looks into her past … or 
is it her past becoming her present?  
 

4. Dinner at Uncle Boris’s by Charles Simic.  While you are eating, think about Charles’ end notes wherein 
he states, “I’m a poet.  I like to move quickly and make collages of different realities …” How is this 
piece like a poem? A collage? What reality is he portraying in his snapshot of his family? Anybody care 
to phrase your answer as a poem or a collage?  Feel free.  
 

5. Shunned by Meredith Hall.  A painful story about isolation, collective community denial and generally 
mean people that use shame as a weapon.  Just wondering if you know anyone that fits the bill?  You?  
Me?  All of us? 
 

6. Chimera by Gerald Callahan. A weird biological thriller.  
 

7. Finders Keepers: The Story of Joey Coyle by Mark Bowden.  It’s a story of addiction, money and 
loss.  Mark’s advice to writers is to “figure out why it works” and that is truly what AP is all about – 
figuring out why or how the writer gets his piece to “work.”  What did Mark do to get the reader 
involved with the events and people in the piece? 
 

8. Your choice (from the rest of the selections). Your questions and comments.  
 

Discussion will be centered on the questions above but can range as far as you’d like. I want to hear your 
thoughts and would appreciate at least one entry per essay.  However, if someone picks up on what you 
wrote, it’d be rude not to respond.  We’ve found that the topics often change as folks speak up and throw in 
their two cents worth. The questions often evolve as well.  That is good and a necessary part of an interesting 
conversation.  
 

It is suggested that you read and respond to at least one essay per week.  Do not procrastinate. Your 
participation is not only mandatory but it certainly sets up our relationship for the coming school year.   I 
am getting to know you, and your work habits, before the year begins. 
 
 

ASSIGNMENT II 
Note: This second reading assignment is not due until Monday, August 26th; however, reading this book 
during summer means less homework during August.  
 

Choose one of the following novels or works of non-fiction to read, enjoy, take notes in your composition 
notebook. You will be given additional ways to respond, through discussion and essay form, later, after we 
have dug into this good work together: 
 

1. Freakonomics (the first book of the name) by Levitt and Dubner (fun with odd facts) 
2. Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot (fun with cell, medicine, and ethics) 
3. The Glass Castle, Jeannette Walls  

4. Ava’s Man, Rick Bragg 
5. The Circle, Dave Eggers 
6. Seabiscuit, Laura Hillenbrand 
7. The Time Traveler’s Wife, Audrey Niffenegger 



 

Seven incredible stories. Choose one. Read it.  
Enjoy.  
Don’t watch the movie.  
Don’t even think about Spark Notes or its other vile cousins.  
Do put your capable, beautiful mind to work, figuring out, and jotting down notes in your composition 
notebook on the following: 
 

1. What the big idea is that the author has hidden in the book.  
2. Do pay attention to character development and how that might reveal the big idea(s) of the 

book. 
3. Do pay heed to how the author is using language (diction, syntax, metaphors/similes, and 

descriptions) to set the tone of the story.  
4. Do note the author’s use of pathos, ethos, and logos to advance the big ideas of the book.  
5. Do take notice of the author’s voice and style and how it shapes the story.  

 

**Disclaimer: As students move into high school, some of the literature involves more mature themes. 
We always recommend that families and students discuss subject matter together. If you are unsure 
about the appropriateness of a book, please do some brief research into the content of the book before 
deciding which text to read.  

 

Enjoy! 
 

Ms. Skillern 
Ada.Skillern@oldham.kyschools.us is an easy way to reach me, should you have any questions over the 
summer.  
 

mailto:Ada.Skillern@oldham.kyschools.us

